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[ Abstract]
In recent years, user innovation is getting attention. New ideas from consumers could be utilized for
the new product development by firms. In this study, we chose the COOKPAD: cooking recipe
sharing site as a research target in order to identify lead users and their characteristics. Based on
literature survey and a case study, hypotheses are proposed. They are tested through quantitative data
analysis, then we found, the number of “tukurepo (report from readers who cooked posted recipe by
other users) ” and that of readers are positively correlated. Then originality and usability of food
stuffs and familiarity to recipes are correlates with the number of “tukurepo”. Users’ specialty,
having own Web pages, and the number of users’ own recipes are also positively correlated with the
number of readers. As a result, we conclude that lead users in COOKPAD are the following types of
users : They pay attention to the originality and usability of food stuffs rather than the art of cooking.

And they want to communicate information to others.
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